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 NEONATAL Medication Monograph  

CALCIUM CARBONATE 

This document should be read in conjunction with this DISCLAIMER 

Unrestricted: Any prescriber may initiate treatment 

Presentation Oral suspension: Calcium Carbonate 500mg/5mL = 100mg/mL 

Contains: 40mg (1mmol) elemental calcium per mL 

Classification Calcium supplement 

Indication Calcium supplementation 

 Hypocalcaemia 

 Calcium supplement if required for infants not receiving premature 
formula or fortified breastmilk 

Dose Enteral nutrition, maintenance requirement 

Oral:  

Initial dose: 1mL/ kg/ dose every 12 hours  of elemental calcium, 
increasing up to every 8 hours if needed    

1mL = 40mg = 1mmol of elemental calcium 

 

Monitoring  Serum calcium concentration, ionised calcium concentration, phosphate, 
magnesium, heart rate 

Dose 
Adjustment 

Dose can vary according to calcium intake.  

Initial required intake is 80-120mg/kg per day.  

Recommended total daily intake of elemental calcium from all sources: 
120mg -200mg per day. 

Guidelines & 
Resources 

Vitamin and Mineral Supplementation 

Administration To be administered via oral route with feeds 

Adverse 
Reactions 

Common Flatulence, constipation 

Serious Gastric hyper-secretion, acid rebound with prolonged 
use 

Storage Store at room temperature – below 25oC 

http://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/development/manuals/O&G_guidelines/preface/introduction_aims_disclaimer.pdf
https://wnhs.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Hospitals/WNHS/For%20health%20professionals/Clinical%20guidelines/NEO/WNHS.NEO.VitaminandMineralSupplementation.pdf
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Interactions Do not mix with any fluids that contain phosphates, carbonates, sulfates 
or tartrates. 

Notes  Given in conjunction with buffered sodium phosphate mixture 

 Do not mix with Buffered sodium phosphate mixture,  
administer at different times   

 Use with caution in neonates who are currently receiving 
frusemide 

 If intravenous calcium therapy is required refer to calcium 
gluconate guideline 
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