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 NEONATAL Medication Monograph  

METRONIDAZOLE 

This document should be read in conjunction with this DISCLAIMER 
Restricted: Requires Neonatologist or Microbiologist review within 24 hours of initiation 

 

Presentation IV Infusion: 500mg/100mL = 5mg/mL  

Oral suspension: 200mg/5mL = 40mg/mL  

 

Classification Nitroimidazole antimicrobial  

Metronidazole is active against Gram positive and Gram negative 
anaerobic bacteria and protozoa 

Indication Treatment and prophylaxis  of anaerobic or protozoal infections 

 

Dose All indications: 

IV/Oral: 

Corrected 
Gestational 
Age  

Postnatal  

Age 

Loading 
Dose 

Maintenance Dose  

< 44 weeks < 7 days 15mg/kg/dose 7.5mg/kg/dose 

Every 24 hours 

≥ 7 days 15mg/kg/dose 7.5mg/kg/dose 

Every 12 hours 

≥ 44 weeks All 15mg/kg/dose 7.5mg/kg/dose 

Every 8 hours 

    
 

Monitoring  Full blood count 

Dose 
Adjustment 

Dose adjustment may be required  in renal and hepatic impairment 

Guidelines & 
Resources 

WNHS Policy: Antimicrobial Stewardship 

http://wnhs.health.wa.gov.au/About-us/Disclaimer
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PM.AntimicrobialStewardship.pdf
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Compatible 
Fluids 

Glucose 5%, Sodium Chloride 0.9% 

Preparation IV Infusion: use undiluted  

Administration IV infusion: Infuse over 20 to 30 minutes  

 

Oral: Administer dose 30 minutes to 1 hour before feeds 

Adverse 
Reactions 

Gastrointestinal effects, peripheral neuropathy – discontinue 
immediately, leucopenia, CNS effects, seizures (rare) 

Storage IV/ Oral: Store below 25oC. Protect from light  

Discard IV bag immediately after use. 

Interactions Metronidazole interacts with other medicines; contact Pharmacy for 
further information. 
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