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ARTESUNATE

Scope (Staff): | All WNHS Staff
Scope (Area): | Obstetrics and Gynaecology

This document should be read in conjunction with the Disclaimer.

Administration Monitoring

Quick Links

Pregnancy and
Breastfeeding

Restrictions

Formulary: Restricted

SAS Category A (item requires approval by TGA)

Medication Class

Drug class: Antimalarial

Presentation

Form: 60mg vial

Each pack contains:

e 1x 60mg vial artesunate powder
e 1x 1mL ampoule sodium bicarbonate 5%
e 1x 5mL ampoule sodium chloride 0.9%

Store at room temperature, below 30°C. Protect from light.



https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Home
https://wnhs-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/directory/CES/MedicalServices/Pharmacy/Pages/Helpful-Tools.aspx

Artesunate

Dose

Severe Malaria

Intravenous injection (1V):

2.4mg/kg on admission and repeat at 12 hours and 24 hours, then ONCE daily until patient has
clinically improved and can tolerate oral therapy

Administration

Refer to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook

Reconstitution:

Step 1 Reconstitution:

e Reconstitute the vial with 1 mL of sodium bicarbonate 5% to make a concentration of
60mg/mL.

e Shake gently for 2 to 3 minutes until completely dissolved.

e The powder is difficult to dissolve. The solution is cloudy at first and becomes clear after a
few minutes.

Step 2 Dilution: Dilute the reconstituted solution with 5 mL of sodium chloride 0.9% to make a
final concentration of 10 mg/mL and a total volume of 6 mL

Step 3 Administration: Inject slowly over 1 to 2 minutes.

Monitoring

e Monitor for haemolytic anaemia for 4 weeks after treatment

e Severe haemolysis may occur in patients with hyperparasitaemia 2—4 weeks after
treatment; tell patients that this may occur and arrange suitable follow-up

Pregnancy

Artesunate treatment benefits outweigh the harms in all trimesters
15t Trimester: Consider alternative — do not withhold in severe malaria

2"d Trimester: Considered safe to use Use of artesunate in a meta-analysis of 717
. . regnancies was not associated with adverse
3'd Trimester: Considered safe to use gutgomes

Breastfeeding

Considered safe to use. Monitor infant for nausea and vomiting.

Comments
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https://aidh-hcn-com-au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/

Artesunate

e Advise patient that treatment with this drug must be followed by a complete treatment
course of the prescribed oral antimalarial regimen

Related Policies, Procedures & Guidelines

Australian Commission on Safety and Quality in HealthCare Standards:

ACSQHC Standards>The NSOQHS Standards>Preventing and Controlling Infections
Standard>Antimicrobial Stewardship

HDWA Mandatory Policies:

WATAG Advisory Note: Emergency treatment of malaria in public hospitals
WNHS Clinical Practice Guidelines:

WNHS Policy: Antimicrobial Stewardship (AMS) Policy
WNHS Pharmaceutical and Medicines Management Guidelines:

Medication Management Framework

References

Australian Medicines Handbook. Artesunate. In: Australian Medicines Handbook [Internet].
Adelaide (South Australia): Australian Medicines Handbook; 2023 [cited 2023 Apr 04]. Available
from: https://amhonline.amh.net.au/

Society of Hospital Pharmacists of Australia. Artesunate. In: Australian Injectable Drugs
Handbook [Internet]. [St Leonards, New South Wales]: Health Communication Network; 2023
[cited 2023 Apr 04]. Available from: http://aidh.hcn.com.au

Therapeutic Guidelines. Severe Malaria. In: eTG complete [Internet]. West Melbourne (Victoria):
Therapeutic Guidelines; 2023 [cited 2023 Apr 04]. Available from: https://tgldcdp-tg-org-
au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/etgAccess

Saito M, Gilder ME, McGready R, Nosten F. Antimalarial drugs for treating and preventing
malaria in pregnant and lactating women. Expert opinion on drug safety. 2018; 17(11):1129-44.

Truven Health Analytics. Artesunate. In: Micromedex [Internet]. Greenwood Village (CO): Truven
Health Analytics; 2023 [cited 2023 Jun 23]. Available from:
http://www.micromedexsolutions.com/

Springer Publishing, Artesunate; In: Medications and Mothers' Milk [Internet] 2022 [cited 2023
Apr 04]. Available from: http://www.halesmeds.com

U.S. National Library of Medicine. Artesunate. In: Drugs and Lactation Database (LactMed)
[Internet]. Bethesda (MD): U.S. National Library of Medicine; 2023 [cited 2023 Apr 04]. Available
from: http://toxnet.nlm.nih.gov

Adult Medication Guideline Page 3 of 4


https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/nsqhs-standards/preventing-and-controlling-infections-standard/antimicrobial-stewardship
https://www.safetyandquality.gov.au/standards/nsqhs-standards/preventing-and-controlling-infections-standard/antimicrobial-stewardship
https://www.health.wa.gov.au/~/media/Files/Corporate/general%20documents/WATAG/Malaria-emergency-treatment-in-hospitals.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PM.AntimicrobialStewardship.pdf
https://wnhs-healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Pages/Pharmacy-policies.aspx
https://amhonline.amh.net.au/
http://aidh.hcn.com.au/
https://tgldcdp-tg-org-au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/etgAccess
https://tgldcdp-tg-org-au.kelibresources.health.wa.gov.au/etgAccess

Artesunate

Keywords | Artesunate, malaria, antimalarial

Document | Chief Pharmacist
Owner:

Author/ KEMH Pharmacy Department
Reviewer

Version 4.0 — change in formulary restriction, updates for pregnancy and breastfeeding
Info:

Date First | May 2015 Last Reviewed: | Jun 2023 Review Date: Jun 2028
Issued:

Endorsed | Medicines and Therapeutics Committee Date: 06/02/2024
by:

NSQHS
Sta(r?dards & % Std 1: Clinical Governance |:| @ Std 5: Comprehensive Care

Applicable: @ @
[] Std 2: Partnering with Consumers [] Std 6: Communicating for Safety

=4 Std 3: Preventing and Controlling L] o Std 7: Blood Management
Healthcare Associated Infection

X @ Std 4: Medication Safety [] Std 8: Recognising and
Responding to Acute Deterioration

Printed or personally saved electronic copies of this document are considered uncontrolled.
Access the current version from WNHS HealthPoint.

The health impact upon Aboriginal people has been considered, and where relevant incorporated and
appropriately addressed in the development of this document (insert ISD Number). (Please refer to the
Aboriginal Health Impact Statement and Declaration for Department of Health and Health Service
Provider Guidelines — please delete once you have completed this).

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with a disability.
© Women and Newborn Health Service 2024

Copyright of this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise indicated. Apart
from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under
the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced or re-used for any purposes
whatsoever without written permission of the State of Western Australia.
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