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ADULT MEDICATION GUIDELINE

Calcium Chloride

Scope (Staff): | All WNHS Staff
Scope (Area): | Obstetrics and Gynaecology

This document should be read in conjunction with the Disclaimer.

Administration Monitoring

Quick Links

Pregnancy and
Breastfeeding

Restrictions

Formulary: Unrestricted

HIGH RISK MedicationZ\

Medication Class

Electrolyte - parenteral

Presentation

Vial: 1 g /10 mL (10%)
(containing 6.8 mmol calium and 13.6 mmol chloride)

Storage

Store at room temperature, below 30°C

Dose

Refer to KEMH Clinical Guideline: Pain and Anaesthesia: Adult Resuscitation Drug Protocols:
Calcium Chloride

This is a high-risk medicine and is rapidly fatal in overdose.

Calcium chloride is three times more potent than calcium gluconate. Use calcium
gluconate for less urgent indications. Check product selection carefully.

DO NOT administer via IM or subcut injection as severe necrosis may occur.



https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Home
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.PMM.HighRiskMedicines.pdf
https://healthpoint.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/policies/Policies/NMAHS/WNHS/WNHS.ANAE.AdultResuscitationDrugProtocols.pdf

Calcium Chloride

Administration

Refer to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook

Monitoring

Continuous cardiac monitoring is required when treating severe hyperkalamia.

If given too fast it may cause hot flushes, chalky taste, peripheral vasodilation, hypotension,
bradycardia, cardiac arrhythmias, syncope and cardiac arrest.

Monitor the injection site closely, extravasation can cause tissue necrosis. Highly irritant.

Pregnancy

1st Trimester: Safe to use
2"d Trimester: Safe to use

3" Trimester: Safe to use

Breastfeeding

Considered safe to use

Comments

DO NOT administer if solution is cloudy or contains particles
DO NOT administer with sodium bicarbonate

Related Policies, Procedures & Guidelines
High Risk Medicines

KEMH Clinical Guideline: Pain and Anaesthesia: Adult resuscitation drug protocols

KEMH Clinical Guideline: O&G: Resuscitation trolley checking and equipment (adult & neonatal)
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Printed or personally saved electronic copies of this document are considered uncontrolled.
Access the current version from WNHS HealthPoint.

The health impact upon Aboriginal people has been considered, and where relevant incorporated and
appropriately addressed in the development of this document (insert ISD Number). (Please refer to the
Aboriginal Health Impact Statement and Declaration for Department of Health and Health Service
Provider Guidelines — please delete once you have completed this).

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with a disability.
© Women and Newborn Health Service 2022

Copyright of this material is vested in the State of Western Australia unless otherwise indicated. Apart
from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under
the provisions of the Copyright Act 1968, no part may be reproduced or re-used for any purposes
whatsoever without written permission of the State of Western Australia.
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