
 

 
 

ADULT MEDICATION GUIDELINE 

Ergometrine 

Scope (Staff): All WNHS Staff 

Scope (Area): Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

This document should be read in conjunction with the Disclaimer. 

 
 

Quick Links 

Dose Administration Monitoring 
Pregnancy and 
Breastfeeding 

Restrictions 

Formulary: Unrestricted 

Medication Class 

Oxytocic 

Presentation 

Ampoule: 500microg/1mL 

Storage 

Store at 2 to 8°C. Protect from light. 

Dose 

Prophylaxis for post-partum haemorrhage 

IM: 

250-500microg after complete delivery of the placenta 

 

Postpartum haemorrhage 

IM (preferred): 

250-500microg 

 

OR 

https://www.kemh.health.wa.gov.au/For-health-professionals/Clinical-guidelines/Disclaimer
https://formulary.hdwa.health.wa.gov.au/Home
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IV: 

250microg 

NB: IV route is more likely to cause hypertension, nausea and vomiting 

 

Management of Uterine Tone at Caesarean Birth 

IM: 

250-500microg 

 

IV: 

250microg 

NB: IV route is more likely to cause hypertension, nausea and vomiting 

Administration 

Refer to the Australian Injectable Drugs Handbook 

Monitoring 

Blood pressure, dyspnoea, chest pain, palpitations, headache 

Pregnancy 

1st Trimester: Contraindicated 

2nd Trimester: Contraindicated 

3rd Trimester: Contraindicated 

Breastfeeding 

Considered safe to use 

Comments 

Ergometrine is metabolised by CYP3A4; its adverse effects such as vasoconstriction may be 
increased if it is given with inhibitors of CYP3A4; avoid combinations including HIV Protease 
inhibitors. See AMH listing for further details  Drugs and CYP enzymes 

Related Policies, Procedures & Guidelines 

WNHS Clinical Practice Guidelines: 

Caesarean birth 

Postpartum complications (intranet access only) 
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Printed or personally saved electronic copies of this document are considered uncontrolled. 

Access the current version from WNHS HealthPoint. 

 

The health impact upon Aboriginal people has been considered, and where relevant incorporated and 

appropriately addressed in the development of this document (insert ISD Number).  (Please refer to the 

Aboriginal Health Impact Statement and Declaration for Department of Health and Health Service 

Provider Guidelines – please delete once you have completed this). 

 

This document can be made available in alternative formats on request for a person with a disability. 
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from any fair dealing for the purposes of private study, research, criticism or review, as permitted under 
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